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il I FESTIVAL

b INFORMATION

B o o F E ST |\/A L FESTIVAL HOURS - RAIN OR SHINE LOCATION
Saturday, July 11«10 a.m.-6 p.m. Main Library Topiary Park

JULY 11-12, 2026 | COLUMBUS, OH Sunday, July 12 « 10 a.m-5 p.m. 96 S. Grant Ave. 480 E. Town St.
o e Main Library L
KaufmanPlaza  Park Big Book Sale Information Booths have event

programs, shopping bags, first aid

Reading kits and hand fans.

et Featured festival authors, exhibitors,
gi:m;sr food vendors and entertainment
lineups are subject to change. Find
the most up-to-date schedule on
columbushbookfestival.org and by
following the Columbus Book Festival

on social media.

LOST & FOUND
Items can be dropped off at any
Festival Information Booth.

Volunteer ST Claim lost items at Main Library’s 1st
floor Customer Service desk.

RESTROOMS
Sign Up for a Main Library has restrooms
Columbus Book Festival on all three floors.
Library Card! Port-a-potties are on Carnegie Plaza,
S. Washington Ave. and in Cristo
Rey’s parking lot.

HYDRATE

Bring a refillable water bottle!
Water fountains in Main Library
and free water refill station on
S. Washington Ave.

Ask Staff for more information.

Must be Ohio resident to apply.
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@@ @ F00D COURT VENDORS _—
O O O BEVERAGES w

E. Town St.

E@eEee®

Fuﬂn cnu RT VE NDDRS Beverage Sales: Proceeds benefit the Columbus Metropolitan Library Foundation. Nocterra beer & seltzer ® Pepsi products & water

Carnegie Plaza Topiary Park Cristo Rey Parking Lot $. Washington Ave.
Demos Grille 0 6 Beer, Water and Soda Sales Belly Out BB 0 Water bottle refill station Ma Buis Bahamian Delight
Jet's Pizza* Aguas Artesanales El Maguey Charm Thai on the Wheels Bubbles Tea & Juice Co. Marlow's Cheesesteaks
Johnson's Real Ice Cream Deez Cookies CiaoGelatoTruck Dos Hermanos Ono Turo Turo
What The Fizz J-Pops Froth & Fable Eden Food Truck Posh Teatime Co.
Sergeant Cupcake Confections Grilled Cheese Gangsters Elevated Wood Fired Pizza Rise & Roll Coffee and Bake Shop
Hello Sunshine Fat Kid Burgers Truck Sippin' On Sun
Mustafa's Halal Gyro Flavor 91 Bistro Sweet Tooth Sweet Treats
* Visit sponsor booths to collect limited-edition book themed stickers! Oohwee Smoothie Holy Crepes

Tortilla Street Food
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FESTIVAL MARKETPLACE EXHIBITORS (ToPIARY PARK)

ARTISANS & RETAIL

61 Xtina's Craft Corner

10

15

17

20

24

26

27

29

30

32

34

35

36

31

52

Bath & Body Works*
Igloo Letterpress
Hannah Elise Co.
Cleverland Puzzle
NatterDoodle

Lab Partners
MoonlaceByYoly
Storykeeper Studio
Blackbird Book & Page
Wild Cat Gift & Party
Collin Williams!
ORRlginals

Geo Supply Co.
Books with Buddies
Aurora Boheme

Dual Forge Creations

Emily Paige Company

45 CELIStial Art

Studio 42 Books

48 Handmade fromAtoZ

Potted By Jess
Red Giraffe Designs

Lily Lue Designs

62

mn

Figments in Pigments

The Bookish Goods

79 Golden Lights Co.

82

84

91

92

100

102

104

106

108

Lamplighter Literary Creations
Moonbeams and Lovely Things
Jessica’s Beadery
Purplestitcher by Lisa

Steele Deals

Bona Fide Bookworm
JWStickerShop

The Dragon's Book Hoard
Smut Lover Café

Bibliophile Candle Co.

Savvy Book Collective
Bearcub Book Den

Carpe Librum

COMMUNITY

[ %)

o

United Way of Central Ohio*
Columbus Crew & NWSL*
Northwest Bank*
Experience Columbus
Center for HumanKindness*

cosi*

12

5]

1]

39

Cristo Rey Columbus High School
PNC*
Realeyes Program

Charleys Kids Foundation

58 Cartoon Crossroads Columbus

65 Columbus Children's Theatre

66 Read. Pray. Write. Podcast

67 Ohio History Connection

70

2

E]

A

75

16

18

107

Columbus Dance Theatre
Faith & Fellowship Book Festival
Columbus Recreation & Parks*

Troy-Miami County Public Library

Bigger Than Me: My Story, My
Culture

Franklin County Libraries

Ohio Horror Writers Association
Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards
Thurber House

Next Chapter Book Club

Ohio Writers Association

Zora's House

AUTHORS & PUBLISHERS

1

S.R.D. Harris
CherAnn Wright

The Bequest of John T. Ward

1

2

Terreece M. Clarke

The Ohio State University Press

23 Mindy McGinnis

40

47

49

E W Farnsworth

Ohio University Press/Swallow
Belt Publishing

Andy J. Pizza & Sophie Miller
BPRO Editorial

Manta Press

Nikita & Nathaniel Edson
Story Garden Publishing

Owl's Nest Publishers
Cranium Critters

Nix Comics

63 9th Level Games

Orange Hat Publishing

Sled Dog Publishing

87 Dana Fraedrich

94 Columbus Publishing Lab

97

101

Season Journals
Kalynn Applewhite
Jayne Rylon & ReaderTees

Micheal Anderson

BOOK SHOPS

16

4

54

64

n

81

93

103

108

10

12

13

ThriftBooks*

Clintonville Books

Steamy Lit Romance Bookstore
Wandering Quills Bookshop
Dragonfly Bookshop

Midnight Readers Shop

Kubik Fine Books

Next Chapter: Rest Between
Chapters

Laughing Ogre Comics
Bookspace Columbus
PaperPie

Locked Away With A Book
Little Gay Bookstore
Novels and Needles
Storyline Bookshop
The Novel Sip
Gramercy Books

The Book Loft
Prologue Bookshop

Cover to Cover Children's Books

columbusbookfestival.org

00

* Visit sponsor booths to collect limited-edition book themed stickers!



FESTIVAL MARKETPLACE

EXHIBITORS (CARNEGIE PLAZA)

Adventurer's Stationery
& Supply (Sat.)

Serafine Art & Design (Sat.)
Sawdust and Cedar

Sweet Potato Peanut
Willow & Roxas
CaitMcKCreations

Face and Body Art by Mit
Flower Child Freshie
Glamour Girl Designs

Made by Max Designs
Mountain Feather

The Book Affair

The Lovebound Edit

614 Book Babes (Sat.)
Quality&0Quinn (Sat.)
Groovy Galz (Sun.)

The Scripted Letter Co. (Sat.)
Royal Renditions (Sun.)

The Novel Notion (Sun.)

Whimsy Witch Creations (Sun.)

COMMUNITY

A

A

C

AUTHORS & PUBLISHERS

A

A

A

C

COTA*(Sat.)

Spider-Man: Brand New Day
(Sun.)

WOSU Public Media
Gigi's Dogs

Cadence Care Network (Sat.)

Humana Healthy Horizons*
(Sat.)

Cat Welfare Association (Sun.)

Joe Egan Books
Jeremy P. Madsen (Sat.)

The Words Faire Press (Sat.)

Octo Tales by Essence
Publishing (Sun.)

Asociacion de Escritores de Ohio
PM Press

Sarah K. Hans

The Company

James Coyle (Sat.)

Whitaker Lyon Press (Sat.)

BOOK SHOPS

A

Rajini's Book Haven (Sun.)

* Visit sponsor booths to collect limited-edition book themed stickers!
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COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY
/ FRIENDS OF
. THELIBRARY
USED BOOK SALE
Shop the outdoor Big Book Sale tent where used books, comic books, records, CDs and

DVDs sell for $1-3 each. Fill a bag for $5 on Sunday. Friends members receive 10% off
purchases.

Big Book Sales give items withdrawn from the library’s collection a second chance at a
well-read life. Revenue earned from the sales support library programs and services.

The Book Loft

of German Village

y

GRAMERCY prologue
s BOOKSHOP

BEXLEY, OHIO

OFFICIAL FESTIVAL BOOKSTORE

Visit the Reading Room (Main Library’s 2nd Floor) to buy Featured Author's current books and
backlist titles at any time during the festival. Signings take place in the Festival Bookstore
immediately following sessions. Limit two items per signing.

Shop local: The Official Festival Bookstore is a collaboration between local, indie booksellers.

A portion of book sale proceeds goes the Columbus Metropolitan Library to help keep the
festival free!

FESTIVAL MERCH

Purchase festival t-shirts ($20),
tote bags ($15) and other
bookish merch in Main Library’s
Library Store.

. .. '
Botill 'FES'Ti\mL

columbusbookfestival.org o
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COLUMBUS BOOK FESTIVAL

Featured Author Schedule

Saturday, July 11 | 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

—e

Main Library

Topiary Park
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Signings —l

In Conversation with
Paul Tremblay

&

Paul Tremblay, Dead But Dreaming of
Electric Sheep

Horror author Paul Tremblay tackles a sci-
fi world of proprietary Al brain implants
and remote-controlled dead bodies in this
existential nightmare full of sharp wit and
dark humor.

Ticket required.
Mod: Tobias Buckell, author

Plotting, Pantsing &
Tormenting Protagonists

Michelle Knudsen, Into the Wild Magic
Mia P. Manansala, Death and Dinuguan
Joe Pan, Florida Palms

Festival authors chat about plot
structure. Do they plan it all out, let

characters lead or just pick what hurts
them the most?

Mod: Natalie D. Richards, author

Author Speed Matching

Find your perfect literary match at
these author round tables! Small
groups of readers spend 5 minutes
with each author to learn about their
newest book.

Jenna Blum, Jen Dary, Jeaniene
Frost, Angela Henry and Kathleen
Smythe

Families Uprooted

Isabel J. Kim, Sublimation
Davin Malasarn, The Outer Country
Sahar Mustafah, The Slightest Green

With sharp insight and tenderness,
these literary stories examine
ancestry, inheritance, belonging, and
identity through the lens of diaspara.

Mod: Seema Vennam,
DiversifyYourShelf

Shine a Light on the Past:
Inspirational Historical

Stephanie Mack, Twenty Something Else
Naomi Stephens, Don't Upstage the Body

Sarah Loudin Thomas, These Empty
Places

Look back to 1930s North Carolina, a
1950s manor house and the not-so-
distant past of a 40-year-old rethinking
her choices.

Mod: Jesse Lockwood, blogger

Making Waves: Black Civil Rights

Simone C. Drake, Becoming
Educated

Jack Marchbanks, Art and Activism
Ric S. Sheffield, False Promises

Trace the fight for Black civil rights
from 1800s Ohio to present-day
Columbus.

Mod: Nicole Sutton, Columbus
Metropolitan Library

Magic, Mystery, and Murder

Jedediah Berry, Kill All Wizards

Nicole Glover, The Starseekers: A Murder
and Magic Novel

Kayla Hardy, The Quarter Queen

Embark on journeys ranging from a
barbarian seeking revenge in wizard high
society, to a complex web of intrigue in the
bayou and NASA with magic.

Mod: Rachel Estep, D4EQ Literary Agency

Who Hurt You?
Romance Tropes

Mazey Eddings, You Won't Forget Me
Kristina Forest, The Summer Girlfriend
Alisha Rai, Enemies to Lovers

From enemies-to-lovers, fake dating,
brother's best friend, or “only one
bed", these juicy tropes keep readers
coming back for more.

Mod: Aleese Lin, author

Signings —l

1:30AM-12:30 PM

Queer in Every Genre

Soman Chainani, Young World

Sarah Gailey, Make Me Better

TJ Klune, We Burned So Bright
Frederick Smith, Love Is a Contact Sport
Queer representation stretches acrass
a world of genres. LGBTQIA+ authors

discuss writing that reflects the full
spectrum of the idenity rainbow.

Mod: Becca Coffindaffer, author

Workshop: Book Marketing and
Author Publicity

Literary publicist Leann Schneider
Webb shares practical tools to help
published or aspiring authors get books
into reader’s hands on a right-sized
scale and budget.

Presented by: Leann Schneider Webb,
publicist

Author Speed Matching

Find your perfect literary match at
these author round tables! Small
groups of readers spend 5 minutes
with each author to learn about their
newest book.

Loretta Ellsworth, Eric Gnezda, Kim
Mager, Natalie D. Richards and Chris
Smalls

The Ties that Bind

Meryl Branch-McTiernan, What You
Should Worry About

Marshall Fine, Hemlock Lane

Rajendrani Mukhopadhyay, Chitra
Demands to Go Home

Virginia Pye, Marriage and Other
Monuments

Whether blood relatives or found family,
relationships take center stage in

these stories featuring buried truths,
estranged sisters, and plenty of drama.

Mod: Jen McConnell, author

A Slice in Time:
Historical Fiction

Radha Lin Chaddah, And the
Ancestors Sing

Vanessa Riley, Fire Sword and the Sea
Lisa See, Daughters of the Sun and Moon
Travel from post-cultural revolution
China, to the swashbuckling Caribbean

Sea of the 1600s, and to Los Angeles in
1871in richly imagined historical novels.

Mod: Thao Thai, author

Roots Run Deep: Community Histories

Carolyn Behrman, What Remains

Jacqueline Jones Royster, Finding Sarah
and Mary

Patrick Wensink, The Great Black Swamp

Family and community histories
intersect in these accounts of memory
and belonging.

Mod: Gayle Wilson, Franklin Co.
Genealogical & Historical Society

Vengeance-Fueled Fantasy

Sarah Mughal Rana, Dawn of the Firebird
K.X. Song, The Dragon Wakes with Thunder
Serra Swift, Kill the Beast

Magic comes with a thirst for revenge
in these fantastical adventures inspired
by fairy tales, Muslim mythology, and
Chinese legends.

Mod: Kayla Toon, Upper Arlington
Public Library

Poetry On Stage

Sara Abou Rashed, Theories of Return
Annah Browning, Cryptid

Nikki Grimes, Twice Blessed: Yard Sale
Stories

Words will come alive on stage through
readings of these new poetic works,
where language takes flight with
rhythm, imagery, and voice.

Mod: Barbara Fant, author & poet

Headliner author talks are ticketed. Reserve a free ticket starting June 10

or join the day-of standby line.

All other sessions and signings are first come, first served.

Head to the Official Festival Bookstore (2nd floor Reading Room) to purchase
books and meet authors for signings after their sessions. Headliners will sign
near the Auditorium for session attendees only.

EETEE

In Conversation with
Kimberlé Williams &
Crenshaw

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw,
Backtalker: An American Memoir

Canton, Ohio native and UCLA Professor
of Law, Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw,
shares an intimate portrait of a scholar
whose lifelong practice of “talking back”
helped shape conversations on race,
gender and power.

Ticket required.
Mod: Hanif Abdurragib, author

Let's Launch: Debut Authors

T.A. Chan, The Celestial Seas

Chris DeVille, Such Great Heights: The
Complete Cultural History of the Indie
Rock Explosion

Hugo dos Santos, Reduction in Force

Hear from brand new authors about
their publishing journeys, including early
challenges and the path to seeing their
work in print.

Mod: Elizabeth Zaleski, author
Author Speed Matching
Find your perfect literary match at

these author round tables! Small groups
of readers spend 5 minutes with each

author to learn about their newest book.

Lynn Cahoon, Christopher Castellani,
David Ellis, Rebekah Faubion and
J.E. Thomas

No Boys Allowed

Sonia Feldman, Gir/s Girl

Shasta Grant, When We Were Feral
Emily Nemens, Clutch

Jessica Strawser, The Quitters Club
Coming-of-age meets midlife crisis
in these heartfelt novels of female

friendships that explore connection,
change, and identity through the years.

Mod: Kelly Young, Columbus
Metropolitan Library

All the Feels: YA Romance

Eva Des Lauriers, 'm Gonna Get You Back
Taylor Tracy, Pasta Girls

Lakita Wilson, Pretty Girl County

Amid high school drama, shifting
friendships and scandals, the heart

wants what it wants in these young adult
"Kissing books.”

Mod: Julia DeVillers, author

The Power of Place

John E. Hancock, Travelers Guide to
Ancient Ohio

Kathleen Smythe, Bicycling Through
Dayton

Brent Warren, Columbus in 50 Maps

Authors explore how place shapes
identity, mapping its history and
transformation over time.

Mod: Jennifer Aultman, Eastern Shawnee
Tribe of Oklahoma

Deadly Thrills, Serial Kills

Charlie Donlea, Guess Again
Angela Henry, Nobody Heard a Thing

Nick Petrie, The Dark Time
Three thriller authors deliver nonstop
suspense that will keep you on the edge

of your seat...and looking over your
shoulder.

Mod: Karen Hewitt, The Culture of You

Spirits, Spells & Swoons:
Romantasy

Shalini Abeysekara, This Blade of Ours

llona Andrews, This Kingdom Will Not
Kill Me

Jeaniene Frost, A Curse of Beasts and Magic
With immersive worlds and
unforgettable romantic tension, these
romantasy writers keep readers turning
pages late into the night.

Mod: Kris Hickey, Columbus
Metropolitan Library

Signings —l

2:30-3:30 PM

All Too Human: Science Fiction

John Chu, The Subtle Art of Folding Space
Isabel J. Kim, Sublimation

Paul Tremblay, Dead But Dreaming of
Electric Sheep

Discover sci-fi that reveals the human
condition through split instances of the
self, mind-bending physics, and remote-
controlled dead bodies.

Mod: Emily Jane, author

Faith and Fiction

Whitney Amazeen, The Wrong Kind of
Falling

Stephanie Mack, Twenty Something Else
Angela Shupe, In the Light of the Sun

From romance to historical fiction, these
authors center faith in their writing. Join
a discussion on bringing belief to the

page and the role of faith in storytelling.

Mod: Colette R. Harrell, author

Author Speed Matching

Find your perfect literary match at
these author round tables! Small groups
of readers spend 5 minutes with each
author to learn about their newest book.

Jedediah Berry, Nicole Glover, Jack
Marchbanks, Maria Ingrande Mora and
Taylor Tracy

Digging Up Crime:
Cozy Mysteries Through Time

Connie Berry, A Grave Deception
Karen Odden, An Artful Dodge
Naomi Stephens, Don't Upstage the Body

Travel through history in these cozy
mysteries, where fascinating settings
and clever clues lead the way to solving
the case.

Mod: Claudia Plumley, Great Lakes
Studios

Folklore, Fable, Fantasy

Annah Browning, Cryptid
Kayla Hardy, The Quarter Queen
P.C. Verrone, Rabbit, Fox, Tar

Meet three authors whose books are
recovering, retelling, and redeeming the
myths, legends, and folklore of our roots.

Mod: Tyiesha Radford Shorts, The
Giovanni Collective

From My Desk in Columbus

Conrade C. Hinds, Hollywood in Ohio
David Meyers, Bucking the Tiger
Lou Varga, A Tapestry of Vivid Strands

Columbus authors share their latest
contributions to Ohio’s history and
cultural record.

Mod: Andy Verhoff, Ohio History
Connection

The Rot Beneath: Thrillers

Jenna Blum, Murder Your Darlings

Joe Pan, Florida Palms

Kaira Rouda, We Were Never Friends
These cerebral explorations probe our
twisted humanity, drawing you in before
delivering a sharp stab in the back.
Mod: Matt Glaviano, Westerville

Public Library

Out of the Ordinary:
Kids’ Fantasy and Sci-Fi

Margaret Peterson Haddix, Moonleapers
Michelle Knudsen, Into the Wild Magic
Sarah J. Mendonca, An Encantadora’s
Guide to Monstros and Magic

Magical heists, time travelers, and
portals to wild, fabulous worlds await in
imaginative fantasy and sci-fi staries for
young readers.

Mod: Paula Johnson Neal, author

Adult Fiction & Nonfiction
Young Adult

Kids & Middle Grade
Local Interest

Author Speed Matching
Writing & Publishing
Ticketed Headliner Talk

Signings —l
TJ Klune, We Burned So Bright

As a wandering black hole approaches
Earth, an older gay couple sets off

on a cross-country road trip in this
tender, queer apocalyptic story from
bestselling author TJ Klune.

In Conversation with
TJ Klune

Ticket required.

Mod: Donna Zuiderweg, Columbus
Metropolitan Library

All About Publishing

Shaylin Gandhi, Love Letters for Other Peaple

Nikki Grimes, Twice Blessed: Yard Sale
Stories

Virginia Pye, Marriage and Other Monuments

So you want to publish, huh? Join
established authors acrass the
publishing landscape to discuss the in's
and out's of the writing industry.

Mod: J.P. Mitchell, author

Author Speed Matching

Find your perfect literary match at
these author round tables! Small groups
of readers spend 5 minutes with each
author to learn about their newest
book.

Charlie Donlea, Julia Flint, Sarah
Mughal Rana, Frederick Smith and
Tiffany L. Warren

The Meaning of Home

Radha Lin Chaddah, And the
Ancestors Sing

Rajendrani Mukhopadhyay, Chitra
Demands to Go Home

Sahar Mustafah, The Slightest Green

These poignant tales examine what
pulls our hearts to the places and
the people who define a home in this
complicated world.

Mod: Mandy Shunnarah, Prologue
Bookshop

Art on the Page: lllustrators

Stephanie Stalvey, Everything in Color
Lindsay Ward, Best Day Ever

Zach Weinersmith, Sawyer Lee and the
Quest to Just Stay Home

Creativity spills across the page in
these colorful books illustrated and
written by professional artists.

Mod: Fernanda Diaz-Basteris,
The Ohio State University

Heavy Hitters: Ohio Sports
Robert A. Bennett Ill, More than an
Athlete
Nina Mandell, A Fraction Of A Point
Bill Rabinowitz, Buckeye Brotherhood

Learn about the progress of athletic
excellence in the Buckeye state.

Mod: Bob Hunter, Columbus Historical
Saciety

Horror That Haunts You

Sarah Gailey, Make Me Better
Jen Julian, Red Rabbit Ghost
Neena Viel, [l Watch Your Baby

Gothic Appalachia, an isolated island cult,
a ghostly take on the “welfare queen”
myth—these eerie tales reveal the
human condition at its most unsettling.

Mod: Christy Hayes, BookCrushin Book Blog

Enemies to Lovers

Regina Black, August Lane
Laura Piper Lee, Pot Shot
Alisha Rai, Enemies to Lovers

When the one you can't stand becomes
the one you can't live without. These
authors keep us coming back for the
fights and the forever after.

Mod: Terreece M. Clarke, author

Schedule subject to change.

MAIN LIBRARY - CHILDREN'S AREA

Read Aloud

Meet & Craft

11 AM-12:30 PM

Lindsay Ward, Sophia Gholz,
and Jenan A. Matari

Read Aloud

1PM

Lindsay Ward
Best Day Ever

2PM

Sophia Gholz
ARLO

3 PM

Read Aloud

Jenan A. Matari
Everything Grows in Jiddo’s Garden



Main Library

COLUMBUS BOOK FESTIVAL

Featured Author Schedule
Sunday, July 12 | 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

——e

AUDITORIUM

MEETING ROOM 1A

MEETING ROOM 2A

MEETING ROOM 3A MEETING ROOM 2B

MEETING ROOM 3B

Slgmngs

Author Talk with Lisa See

Lisa See, Daughters of the Sun and Moon

Acclaimed historical novelist Lisa See brings to life
the 1871 Chinese Massacre in Los Angeles through
the stories of three very different women whose
endurance and bravery shines in the face of hate.

Ticket required.

Mod: Lauren Hagan, CEQ, Columbus Metropolitan
Library

Neverending Story of Revisions

Nicole Glover, The Starseekers: A Murder
and Magic Novel

Laura Piper Lee, Pot Shot
Margaret Peterson Haddix, Moonleapers

Backspace. Backspace. Undo. Delete. Backspace.
Repeat! Dive into the never-ending process of
revision and editing with seasoned authors who know
the struggle.

Mod: Sarah Gormley, Columbus Metropolitan Library

Author Speed Matching

Find your perfect literary match at these author
round tables! Small groups of readers spend

5 minutes with each author to learn about their
newest book.

Whitney Amazeen, llona Andrews, Becca
Coffindaffer, Joe Pan and Bill Rabinowitz

Kids These Days: Middle Grade Books

Nikki Grimes, Twice Blessed: Yard Sale Stories
J.E. Thomas, The Al Incident
Taylor Tracy, Pasta Girls

Zach Weinersmith, Sawyer Lee and the Quest to
Just Stay Home

Kids navigate star-crossed romance, Al robots,
chaotic community competitions, and family
drama in middle grade stores that capture the
saga of growing up.

Mod: Wendy Parris, author

The Rest of the Iceberg: Research for
Fiction Writing

Connie Berry, A Grave Deception:

A Kate Hamilton Mystery

Marshall Fine, Hemlock Lane
Tiffany L. Warren, A Harlem Wedding

Readers rarely see the depth of research behind
their favorite stories. Take a peek beneath the
surface with these fiction authors.

Mod: Christopher Purdy, WOSU Public Media

The Music Moves Me

Chris DeVille, Such Great Heights: The Complete
Cultural History of the Indie Rock Explosion

Eric Gnezda, Stories at the Center: A Memoir of
Miles, Music, and Meaning

Annie Zaleski, Stevie Nicks in 50 Songs: Time
Makes You Bolder

Follow the music and its impact across genres, eras,
and cultures in stories of sound and influence.

Mod: Bailey Sandin, former WWCD DJ

Headliner author talks are ticketed. Reserve a free ticket starting June 10
or join the day-of standby line.

All other sessions and signings are first come, first served.

Head to the Official Festival Bookstore (2nd floor Reading Room) to purchase
books and meet authors for signings after their sessions. Headliners will sign

near the Auditorium for session attendees only.

Slgmngs

The Beast Inside: Fantasy Novels

Jeaniene Frost, A Curse of Beasts and Magic
Sarah Mughal Rana, Dawn of the Firebird
Serra Swift, Kill the Beast

Warriors confront their inner darkness in these
gripping fantasy novels inspired by fairy tales and
mythology.

Mod: Shalini Abeysekara, author

Main Character Energy

Regina Black, August Lane
Jen Julian, Red Rabbit Ghost
Radha Lin Chaddah, And the Ancestors Sing

Let's talk character development! From tender
romance to unsettling horror, these authors discuss
protagonists that draw readers in.

Mod: Zach Parish, Bexley Public Library

Author Speed Matching

Find your perfect literary match at these author
round tables! Small groups of readers spend

5 minutes with each author to learn about their
newest book.

Meryl Branch-McTiernan, Eva Des Lauriers,
Isabel J. Kim, Nina Mandell and Sarah J. Mendonca

All the Women In Me: Memoirs

Jen Dary, | Believe in Everything

Stephanie Stalvey, Everything in Color
Elizabeth Zaleski, The Trouble with Loving Poets
and Other Essays on Failure

Sinner, lover, mother, patient, artist, daughter, and
so much more. Hear from writers that lay their
lives bare on the page with honesty and heart.

Mod: Marty Ross-Dolen, author

Love to Hate ‘Em: Writing Villains

Jenna Blum, Murder Your Darlings
Emily Nemens, Clutch
Neena Viel, /1l Watch Your Baby

The juiciest antagonists are more than cookie-
cutter bad guys. How do these writers craft villains
that we love to hate?

Mod: Britt Lovett, Beloved: Ohio Celebrates

Toni Morrison

Midwest Murders: True Crime

Wendy Koile, Love, Lies and Murder in Northern Ohio
Kim Mager, A Hunger to Kill: A Serial Killer, a Detective,
and the Confession That Shocked a Nation

James A. Willis, Northern Ohio Legends & Lore

Aine Cain and Kevin Greenlee, Shadow of the

Bridge:The Delphi Murders and the Dark Side of the
American Heartland

Explore true crime in the Heartland with a dash of
weird folklore.

Slgmngs

In Conversation with Laura Dave

Laura Dave, The First Time | Saw Him

Bestselling writer Laura Dave continues the story
of her blockbuster book and Apple TV original, The
Last Thing He Told Me, in a gripping sequel, where
Hannah and Bailey are on a relentless race toward
safety and forgiveness.

Ticket required.
Mod: Alissa Henry, ABC6/F0X28

Book Buzz: New Summer Reads

Book selectars from Columbus Metropalitan Library
will share their “can't miss” fiction and nonfiction
titles that are hitting library shelves this summer.

Mod: Collection Services Staff, Columbus
Metropolitan Library

Author Speed Matching

Find your perfect literary match at these author
round tables! Small groups of readers spend

5 minutes with each author to learn about their
newest book.

Sonia Feldman, Karen Odden, Kaira Rouda, Lee
Upton and Lakita Wilson

Genre-Defying Speculative

Ellery Adams, Invasive Species

Emily Jane, Mr. Yay

Aleese Lin, Samantha Spiik: Paranormal Wedding
Planner

Horror, science fiction, paranormal romance,
or something else entirely. You can't put these
authors, or their stories, in a box.

Mod: La Baker, LBB Edutainment

Mixing up Murder:
Deliciously Cozy Mysteries

Lynn Cahoon, Confessions of an Amateur Sleuth
Amanda Flower, Truffle Trouble

Mia P. Manansala, Death and Dinuguan

Prepare to crave justice and more in candy-
making Amish country, a family-run Filipino

restaurant, and the world of culinary critics...who
sometimes drop dead.

Mod: Robin Nesbitt, retired librarian

When Ohio Was the West

Brooke Barbier, Cocked and Boozy: An Intoxicating
History of the American Revolution

Brady J. Crytzer, The National Road: George
Washington and Americas First Highway West

Jon Miller, Akron at 200: A Bicentennial History

America 250: Explore Ohio’s early role as the gateway
to the Northwest Territory.

Mod: Todd Kleismit, America 250 Ohio Commission

Adult Fiction & Nonfiction
Young Adult

Kids & Middle Grade
Local Interest

Author Speed Matching
Writing & Publishing
Ticketed Headliner Talk

Slgmngs

God Complex: World-Building

llona Andrews, This Kingdom Will Not Kill Me
John Chu, The Subtle Art of Folding Space
K.X. Song, The Dragon Wakes with Thunder

Not even the sky is the limit with fiction writers
who build fantasy lands and multiverses, magic
systems and machinery for maintaining the

physics of existence.
Mod: Andrew Frost, Columbus Metropolitan Library

Workshop: Book Marketing
and Author Publicity

Literary publicist Leann Schneider Webb shares
practical tools to help published or aspiring
authors get books into reader’s hands on a right-
sized scale and budget.

Presented by: Leann Schneider Webb, publicist

Author Speed Matching

Find your perfect literary match at these author
round tables! Small groups of readers spend

5 minutes with each author to learn about their
newest book.

Shalini Abeysekara, Aine Cain, Kevin Greenlee,
Stephanie Stalvey and P.C. Verrone

She Took the Wheel

Loretta Ellsworth, The Jilted Countess
Vanessa Riley, Fire Sword and the Sea
Angela Shupe, In the Light of the Sun
Tiffany L. Warren, A Harlem Wedding

Fearless women defy societal expectations,
taking control of their own fates in vividly drawn
historical worlds.

Mod: Donna Marbury, journalist

Now Let Us Transcend:
YA Speculative

T.A. Chan, The Celestial Seas
Becca Coffindaffer, The Bloody and the Damned

Maria Ingrande Mora, A Wild Radiance

With tales that rise above our world, to magical
lands and outer space, these fantasy and science
fiction teen novels beckon readers to imagine
more.

Mod: Erik Slangerup, author

Railroads, Steamboats, & Shipyards

Mark Strecker, The Great Railroad Strike of Ohio
Robert Swenson, From the Center of America:
Steamboats & Shipyards Along the Lower Ohio River

Discover how transportation industries helped
shape Ohia's history, economy, and growth.

Mod: Jeff Darbee, The Lexington Group for
Transportation History

Twists, Turns, and Tragedies What Tangled Webs: YA Thrillers Happily Ever After Uplifting Love: Inspirational Romance
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:'<i Nick Petrie, The Dark Time Rebekah Faubion, Lost Girls of Hollow Lake Kristina Forest, The Summer Girlfriend Stephanie Mack, Twenty Something Else
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Christopher Castellani, Last Seen

Lee Upton, The Withers

P.C. Verrone, Rabbit, Fox, Tar

These speculative fiction novels push far beyond

the familiar with stories that linger and unsettle,
and leave your tender heart twisted into knots.

Mod: Ellery Adams, author

Mazey Eddings, You Won't Forget Me
Adib Khorram, It Had to Be Him

Frederick Smith, Love Is a Contact Sport

From Italian villas to tour buses, class reunions
to band gigs, these queer stories blend second
chances with irresistible forced proximity.

Mod: Christen Randall, author

Hugo dos Santos, Reduction in Force
Julia Flint, We Were Promised

Chris Smalls, When the Revolution Comes
Real stories of working-class struggle and

collective action show how communities resist
injustice and fight to endure.

Mod: Dr. Sherri Williams, media scholar & author

Barbara Fant, Joy in the Belly of a Riot
Shasta Grant, When We Were Feral
Adib Khorram, [t Had to Be Him

Hear from established authors on finding
community and connection in the often solitary
work of writing.

Mod: Desiree Thomas, librarian

Schedule subject to change.

MAIN LIBRARY - CHILDREN'S AREA

Meet & Craft Read Aloud Read Aloud Read Aloud
11 AM-12:30 PM 1PM 2 PM 3 PM
JaNay Brown-Wood, Kim Howard, JaNay Brown-Wood Kim Howard Ana Siqueira
and Ana Siqueira This Hair Belongs The Naked Streak If Your Abuelo is an Astronauta



Entertainment Stages

SATURDAY, JULY 11

KAUFMAN PLAZA STAGE

Roscommon Sessions

el Traditional Irish quartet

The Squirrelers
ISl Honky tonk band
1:30-2 PM Wolf Country

Ambient rock band

Tea Set
2:30-3:30 PM Neo-Psychedelic Rock
. Sheri Maria Morgan
4-4:30 PM Middle Eastern folk & belly dancers
Talisha Holmes
Soul/jazz/pop ensemble

5-6 PM

GATEHOUSE STAGE

Alisha Skeel
Poetry reading

10:30-11 AM

. Nathan Zangmeister
T1-11:30 AM Original and contemporary folk music

Imber Solis
New age pop duo

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Ohio History Connection Storytime

1-1:30 PM Historic places storytime for families
2-3PM 5;?227:;3 and quitarist

3:30-4:30 PM guo:ttrr; r[e:::::;z';rum a slate of local poets
5-5:30 PM g::;:rg::pﬁ:;l:et

5:30-6 PN J.J. Price

Country soloist

SUNDAY, JULY 12
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Schedule subject to changes.

KAUFMAN PLAZA STAGE

10:30-11:30 AM

12-1PM

1:30-2 PM

2-3PM

3:30-4 PM

4:30-5 PM

Jordan Hope
70's and 80's cover artist

Whirlybirds
Modern swing quartet

Snack Time
Children's sing-alongs and dance tunes

Jason Quick
Instrumental jazz trio

Hope Selah
Pop trio

Ballet Folclérico Xochihua
Mexican dance troupe

GATEHOUSE STAGE

10-10:30 AM

10:30-11:30 AM

12-12:30 PM

12:30-1PM

1:30-2 PM

2:30-3:30 PM

4-5 PM

Matthew West
Instrumental classical guitar

Lost Orchards
Folk duo

Saffron!
Indie singer/songwriter

MahLeah Cochran
Poetry reading

Joanie Calem
Sing-along folk music and storytelling

Poetry Cauldron
Poetry readings from a slate of local poets

Strange Hours
Acoustic blues duo

columbushookfestival.org o
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FEATURED AUTHOR DIRECTORY

Headlining Author Talks are ticketed.
No ticket? Join the standby line at the Auditorium to fill
remaining seats. All other sessions are first come, first

SHALINI ABEYSEKARA
Spirits, Spells & Swoons:

Romantasy

Saturday, 7'« 1PM

Author Stage 2

The Beast Inside: Fantasy
Novels

Sunday, 712 « 12 PM
Auditorium

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712« 3PM
Room 2A

ELLERY ADAMS
Invasive Species

A Hint of the Fabulous
Sunday, 7/12 » 10:30 AM
Author Stage 2

Genre-Defying Speculative
Sunday, 712 » 1:30 PM

Room 2B

WHITNEY AMAZEEN
The Wrong Kind of Falling

Faith and Fiction
Saturday, 7/M » 2:30 PM
Room 1A

Speed Matching
Sunday, 7/12 » 10:30 AM

Room 2A

Uplifting Love: Inspirational
Romance

Sunday, 712« 3 PM
Author Stage 1

ILONA ANDREWS
This Kingdom Will Not Kill Me

Spirits, Spells & Swoons:
Romantasy

Saturday, 71« 1PM
Author Stage 2

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 » 10:30 AM
Room 2A

God Complex: World-Building
Sunday, 712« 3 PM
Auditorium

BROOKE BARBIER
Cacked and Boozy: An
Intoxicating History of the
American Revolution

When Ohio Was the West
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM
Room 3B

CAROLYN BEHRMAN

What Remains: Infirmary
Burials, Memory, and
Community in the Rubber City

Roots Run De
Histories
Saturday, 7/11 « 11:30 AM
Room 3B

: Commun

ROBERT A. BENNETT llI
More than an Athlete: Jim
Brown, Black Capitalism, and
the Black Economic Union

Saturday, 7/T « & PM
Room 3B

CONNIE BERRY
A Grave Deception: A Kate
Hamilton Mystery

Digging Up Crime: Cozy

Mysteries Through Time
Saturday, 7/11 » 2:30 PM

Room 2B

The Rest of the Iceberg:
Research for Fiction Writing
Sunday, 712 « 10:30 AM

Room 3A

JEDEDIAH BERRY
Kill All Wizards

Magic, Mystery and Murder
Saturday, 7/T « 10 AM

Author Stage 1

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11 » 2:30 PM
Room 2A

REGINA BLACK
August Lane

Enemies to Lovers: Romance

Saturday, 7/ « & PM
Author Stage 2

Main Character Energy
Sunday, 7112 « 12PH

Room 1A

JENNA BLUM
Murder Your Darlings

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/T « 10 AM

Room 2A

The Rot Beneath: Thrillers
Saturday, 7/11 = 2:30 PM
Author Stage 1

Love to Hate "Em: Writing
Yillains

Sunday, 712« 12PM
Room JA

MERYL BRANCH-MCTIERNAN
What You Should Worry About

The Ties that Bind
Saturday, 711« 11:30 AM
Room 2B

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712« 12PM
Room 2A

JANAY BROWN-WO0O0D
This Hair Belongs

Meet & Craft
Sunday, 712 « T1AM-12:30 PM
Children's Area

Read Aloud
Sunday, 712 « 1-1:20 PM
Childrens Area- Story Circle

ANNAH BROWNING
Cryptid
Poetry On Stage
Saturday, 711« 11:30 AM
Author Stage 2

Folklore, Fable, Fantasy
Saturday, 7/11 = 2:30 PM
Room 3A

LYNN CAHOON
Confessions of an Amateur
Sleuth

Speed Matching
Saturday, 711« 1PM
Room 2A

Mixing up Murder:

Deliciously Cozy Mysteries
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM

Room 3A

AINE CAIN and KEVIN
GREENLEE

Shadow of the Bridge: The
Delphi Murders and the Dark
Side of the American Heartland

Midwest Murders: True Crime

Sunday, 712« 12PM
Room 3B

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 « 3PM
Room 2A

CHRISTOPHER CASTELLANI
Last Seen

Speed Matching
Saturday, 711« 1PM
Room 2A

A Hint of the Fabulous
Sunday, 712 - 10:30 AM
Author Stage 2

RADHA LIN CHADDAH

And the Ancestors Sing

A Slice in Time: Historical
Fiction

Saturday, 7/T1« 11:30 AM
Room 3A

The Meaning of Home
Saturday, 711« & PH
Room 2B

Main Character Energy
Sunday, 712« 12 PM

Room 1A

SOMAN CHAINANI
Young World

Queer in Every Genre
Saturday, 7/11« T11:30 AM
Auditorium

What Tangled Webs: YA
Thrillers

Sunday, 712 «12PM
Author Stage 1

T.A. CHAN

The Celestial Seas

Let’s Launch: Debut Authors
Saturday, 711« 1PM

Room 1A

Now Let Us Transcend: YA
Speculative

Sunday, 712 « 3PM
Room JA

JOHN CHU
The Subtle Art of Folding Space

All Too Human: Science
Fiction

Saturday, 7/11= 2:30 PM
Auditorium

Sunday, 712 « 3PM
Auditorium

served. Author book signings immediately follow sessions.

KATE CLAYBORN
The Paris Match

Happily Ever After
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM
Author Stage 1

BECCA COFFINDAFFER
The Bloody and the Damned

Queer in Every Genre
Saturday, 71 « 11:30 AM

Auditorium

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 » 10:30 AM

Room 24

Now Let Us Transcend: YA

Speculative
Sunday, 712 « 3 PM

Room 3A

KIMBERLE WILLIAMS
CRENSHAW
Backtalker: An American Memoir

Headliner: In Conversation
Saturday, M« 1P
Auditorium

BRADY J. CRYTZER

The National Road: George
Washington and America’s First
Highway West

When Ohio Was the West
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM
Room 3B

JEN DARY
| Beligve in Everything: A Memoir
of lliness, Motherhood and Magic

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Room 24

All the Women In Me: Memoirs
Sunday, 712« 12PM
Room 2B

LAURA DAVE ¢
The First Time [ Saw Him

Headliner: In Conversation
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM
Auditorium

EVA DES LAURIERS

I'm Gonna Get You Back

All the Feels: YA Romance
Saturday, 711« 1PH

Room 3A

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 «12PM
Room 2A

CHRIS DEVILLE

Such Great Heights: The
Complete Cultural History of
the Indie Rock Explosion

Let's Launch: Debut Authors
Saturday, 7/« 1PH

Room 1A

The Music Moves Me

Sunday, 712 « 10:30 AM

Room 3B

CHARLIE DONLEA
Guess Again

Deadly Thrills, Serial Kills
Saturday, 711« 1PM

Author Stage 1

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11« & PM

Room 2A

HUGO DOS SANTOS
Reduction in Force

Let's Launch: Debut Authors
Saturday, 711« 1PH

Room 1A

Power to the People; Tales
of Resistance

Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM

Author Stage 2

SIMONE C. DRAKE

Becoming Educated: A Midwest
Story
Making Waves: Black Civil
Rights

Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Room 3B

MAZEY EDDINGS
You Won't Forget Me

Who Hurt You? Romance
Tropes

Saturday, 7/11+10 AM
Author Stage 2

Hello Again: Queer Romance
Sunday, 712 «12PM

Author Stage 2

DAVID ELLIS
Keep Them Close

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7M1= 1PM
Room 2A

Sunday, 7/12 » 10:30 AM
Author Stage 1

LORETTA ELLSWORTH
The Jilted Countess

Speed Matching
Saturday, 711+ 11:30 AM

Room 2A

She Took the Wheel
Sunday, 712 « 3PM
Room 2B

BARBARA FANT
Joy In the Belly of the Riot

Poetry On Stage
Saturday, 711+ 11:30 AM
Author Stage 2

You Are Not Alone: The

Writing Community
Sunday, 712 « 3PM
Author Stage 2

REBEKAH FAUBION
Lost Girls of Hollow Lake

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7M1= 1PM
Room 2A

What Tangled Webs: YA
Thrillers

Sunday, 712 «12PM
Author Stage 1

SONIA FELDMAN
Girl's Girl

No Boys Allowed
Saturday, 7M1= 1PM

Room 2B

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM
Room 2A

MARSHALL FINE
Hemlock Lane

The Ties that Bind
Saturday, 711+ 11:30 AM
Room 2B

The Rest of the Iceberg:

Sunday, 712 » 10:30 AM
Room 3A



JULIA FLINT

We Were Promised: How an
Appalachian Grandmather
Fought a Corporate Giant

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7'M « & PM
Room 2A

Power to the People: Tales
of Resistance

Sunday, 712« 1:30 PM
Author Stage 2

AMANDA FLOWER
Truffle Trouble

Mixing up Murder:

Sunday, 712« 1:30 PM
Room 3A

KRISTINA FOREST

The Summer Girlfriend
Who Hurt You? Romance
Tropes

Saturday, 7/ « 10 AM
Author Stage 2

Happily Ever After

Sunday, 712+ 1:30 PM
Author Stage 1

JEANIENE FROST
A Curse of Beasts and Mogic

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/ « 10 AM
Room 2A

Spirits, Spells & Swoons:
Romantasy

Saturday, 71 « 1PM
Author Stage 2

The Beast Inside: Fantasy
Novels

Sunday, 712+ 12 PM
Auditorium

SARAH GAILEY
Make Me Better

Queer in Every Genre
Saturday, 71« 11:30 AM
Auditorium

Horror That Haunts You
Saturday, M « & PM
Author Stage 1

SHAYLIN GANDHI
Love Letters for Other People

All About Publishing
Saturday, M « & PM

Room 1A

Happily Ever After
Sunday, 712« 1:30 PM
Author Stage 1

SOPHIA GHOLZ
ARLO

Meet & Craft
Saturday, 7/11 « TIAM-12:30 PM
Childrens Area

Read Aloud
Saturday, 7/ « 2-2:20 PM
Childrens Area- Story Circle

NICOLE GLOVER
The Starseekers: A Murder and
Magic Novel

Magic, Mystery and Murder
Saturday, 7/1 « 10 AM

Author Stage 1

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11 » 2:30 PM
Room 2A

The Neverending Story of
Revisions

Sunday, 712 « 10:30 AM
Room 1A

ERIC GNEZDA
Stories at the Center: A Memoir
of Miles, Music, and Meaning

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11 « T1:30 AM
Room 2A

The Music Moves Me
Sunday, 712 « 10:30 AM
Room 3B

SHASTA GRANT
When We Were Feral

No Boys Allowed
Saturday, /11« 1PM
Room 2B

You Are Not Alone: The

Sunday, 7112 « 3P
Author Stage 2

NIKKI GRIMES
Twice Blessed: Yard Sale Stories

Poetry On Stage
Saturday, 711« 11:30 AM
Author Stage 2

All About Publishing
Saturday, 7/T « & PM

Room 1A

Kids These Days: Middle
Grade Books

Sunday, 712 « 10:30 AM
Room 2B

MARGARET PETERSON HADDIX
Moonleapers

Out of the Ordinary: Kids"

Fantasy and Sci-Fi
Saturday, 7/11 » 2:30 PM

Author Stage 2

The Neverending Story of
Revisions

Sunday, 7/12 « 10:30 AM
Room 14

JOHN E. HANCOCK
Traveler’s Guide to Ancient Ohio

The Power of Place
Saturday, 711« 1PM
Room 3B

KAYLA HARDY
The Quarter Queen

Magic, Mystery and Murder
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Author Stage 1

Folklore, Fable, Fantasy
Saturday, 7/11» 2:30 PM

Room 3A

ANGELA HENRY
Nobody Heard a Thing

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Room 2A

Deadly Thrills, Serial Kills
Saturday, 711« 1PM

Author Stage 1

CONRADE C. HINDS
Hollywaod in Ohio

From My Desk in Columbus
Saturday, 7/11 = 2:30 PM

Room 3B

KIM HOWARD
The Naked Streak

Meet & Craft
Sunday, 712 « T1AM-12:30 PM
Children's Area

Read Aloud
Sunday, 712 « 2-2:20 PM
Childrens Area- Story Circle

MARIA INGRANDE MORA
A Wild Radiance

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11 = 2:30 PM

Room 2A

Now Let Us Transcend: YA
Speculative

Sunday, 712 « 3PM

Room 3A

EMILY JANE

Mr. Yay

All Too Human: Science Fiction
Saturday, 7/11 = 2:30 PM
Auditorium

Genre-Defying Speculative
Sunday, 712« 1:30 PM

Room 2B

JACQUELINE JONES ROYSTER
Finding Sarah and Mary:
Unraveling African American
Genealogy from the Ground Up

Roots Run Deep: Community
Histories

Saturday, 7/T1« 11:30 AM
Room 3B

JEN JULIAN
Reb Rabbit Ghost

Horror That Haunts You
Saturday, 711 & PH
Author Stage 1

Main Character Energy
Sunday, 712 «12PM

Room 1A

ADIB KHORRAM

It Hod To Be Him

Hello Again: Queer Romance
Sunday, 712 «12PM

Author Stage 2

You Are Not Alone: The

Writing Community
Sunday, 712 « 3PM

Author Stage 2

ISABEL J. KIM
Sublimation

Families Uprooted
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM
Room 2B

All Too Human: Science Fiction
Saturday, 7/11= 2:30 PM
Auditorium

Speed Matching

Sunday, 712 « 12 PM

Room 2A

TJ KLUNE

We Burned So Bright

Queer in Every Genre
Saturday, 7/T1« 11:30 AM

Auditorium

Headliner: In Conversation
Saturday, 711 & PH
Auditorium

MICHELLE KNUDSEN
Into the Wild Magic

Plotting, Pantsing &
Tormenting Protagonists
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM
Room 1A

Out of the Ordinary: Kids’
Fantasy and Sci-Fi
Saturday, 711+ 2:30 PM
Author Stage 2

WENDY KOILE

Love, Lies and Murder in
Northern Ohio

Midwest Murders: True Crime
Sunday, 712« 12PM

Room 3B

LAURA PIPER LEE
Pot Shot

Enemies to Lovers
Saturday, 711« & PM
Author Stage 2

The Neverending Story of

Revisions
Sunday, 712 » 10:30 AM
Room TA

ALEESE LIN
Samantha Spik: Paranormal
Wedding Planner

Who Hurt You? Romance

Tropes

Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Author Stage 2
Genre-Defying Speculative
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM

Room 2B

STEPHANIE MACK
Twenty Something Else

Shine a Light on the Past:

Saturday, 7/11+10 AM
Room 3A

Faith and Fiction

Saturday, 711+ 2:30 PM

Room 1A
Uplifting Love: Inspirational
Romance

Sunday, 712 « 3 PM

Author Stage 1

KIM MAGER

A Hunger to Kill: A Serial Killer,

o Detective, and the Confession
That Shocked a Nation

Speed Matching

Saturday, 711« 11:30 AM

Room 24

Midwest Murders: True Crime

Sunday, 712 «12PM
Room 3B

DAVIN MALASARN
The Outer Country
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Families Uprooted
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Room 2B

MIA P. MANANSALA
Death and Dinuguan

Plotting, Pantsing &
Tormenting Protagonists
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM
Room 1A

Mixing up Murder:
Deliciously Cozy Mysteries
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM

Room JA

NINA MANDELL
A Fraction Of A Point: A
Gymnastics Dynasty on the Line

Heavy Hitters: Ohio Sports
Saturday, 7/11« & PM

Room 3B

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 «12PM
Room 2A

JACK MARCHBANKS
Art and Activism: Jozz Artists and
Writers in the Civil Rights Vanguard

Making Waves: Black Civil

Rights
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Room 3B

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11= 2:30 PM

Room 2A

JENAN A. MATARI
Everything Grows in Jiddo's
Garden

Meet & Craft
Saturday, 7/11 = TIAM-12:30 PM
Children's Area

Story Read Aloud
Saturday, 7/11 = 3-3:20 PM

Children's Area- Story Circle

SARAH J. MENDONCA
An Encantadora’s Guide to
Monstros and Magic

Out of the Ordinary: Kids’

Fantasy and Sci-Fi
Saturday, 7/11= 2:30 PM

Author Stage 2

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712« 12PM

Room 2A

DAVID MEYERS

Bucking the Tiger

From My Desk in Columbus
Saturday, 7/11= 2:30 PM
Room 3B

JON MILLER

Akron at 200: A Bicentennial
History

When Ohio Was the West

Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM
Room 3B

RAJENDRANI
MUKHOPADHYAY
Chitra Demands to Go Home

The Ties that Bind
Saturday, 711+ 11:30 AM
Room 2B

The Meaning of Home
Saturday, 71« & PM

Room 2B

SAHAR MUSTAFAH
The Slightest Green

Families Uprooted
Saturday, 711+ 10 AM

Room 2B

The Meaning of Home
Saturday, 71« & PM

Room 2B

EMILY NEMENS
Clutch

No Boys Allowed
Saturday, 7M=1PM

Room 2B

Love to Hate 'Em: Writing
Villains

Sunday, 712 «12PM
Room 3A

KAREN ODDEN
An Artful Dodge

Digging Up Crime: Cozy

Mysteries Through Time
Saturday, 711+ 2:30 PM

Room 2B

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM

Room 2A

JOE PAN
Florida Palms

Plotting, Pantsing &
Tormenting Protagonists
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM
Room 1A

The Rot Beneath: Thrillers
Saturday, 71 = 2:30 PM
Author Stage 1

Speed Matching
Sunday, 7/12 » 10:30 AM

Room 2A
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NICK PETRIE
The Dark Time

Deadly Thrills, Serial Kills
Saturday, 7M«1PM

Author Stage 1

Sunday, 7/12 » 10:30 AM
Author Stage 1

VIRGINIA PYE
Marriage and Other Monuments

The Ties that Bind
Saturday, 71« 11:30 AM
Room 2B

Saturday, M « & PM
Room 1A

BILL RABINOWITZ

Buckeye Brotherhood: How Ohio
State Navigated a New World to
Win o National Championship

Heavy Hitters: Ohio Sports
Saturday, M « & PM

Room 3B

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 + 10:30 AM
Room 2A

ALISHA RAI
Enemies to Lovers

Who Hurt You? Romance
Tropes

Saturday, 7/11+ 10 AM
Author Stage 2

Enemies to Lovers
Saturday, M « & PM
Author Stage 2

SARAH MUGHAL RANA
Dawn of the Firebird

Vengeance-Fueled Fantasy
Saturday, 71« 11:30 AM

Author Stage 1

Speed Matching
Saturday, M « & PM
Room 24

The Beast Inside: Fantasy
Novels

Sunday, 7112+ 12 PH
Auditorium

SARA ABOU RASHED
Theories of Return

Poetry On Stage
Saturday, 7/1« 11:30 AM
Author Stage 2

NATALIE D. RICHARDS
Two Perfect Lies

Plotting, Pantsing &

Tormenting Protagonists
Saturday, 7/T « 10 AM

Room 1A

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11« 11:30 AM

Room 2A

What Tangled Webs: YA
Thrillers

Sunday, 7112 « 12 PH
Author Stage 1

VANESSA RILEY
Fire Sword and Sea

A Slice in Time: Historical
Fiction

Saturday, 7/11 « 11:30 AM
Room JA

She Took the Wheel

Sunday, 7112 « 3P
Room 2B

KAIRA ROUDA

We Were Never Friends

The Rot Beneath: Thrillers
Saturday, 7/11 » 2:30 PM
Author Stage 1

Twists, Turns and Tragedies
Sunday, 712 « 10:30 AM

Author Stage 1

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM
Room 2A

Lsh SEE P

Daughters of the Sun and Moon

A Slice in Time: Historical
Fiction

Saturday, 7/11 « 11:30 AM
Room JA

Headliner: Author Talk
Sunday, 712 « 10:30 AM
Auditorium

RIC S. SHEFFIELD

False Promises: The Struggle
for Black Voting Rights in
1800s Ohio

Making Waves: Black Civil
Rights

Saturday, 7/« 10 AM

Room 3B

ANGELA SHUPE
In the Light of the Sun

Faith and Fiction
Saturday, 7/11 = 2:30 PM
Room 1A

She Took the Wheel
Sunday, 712« 3P
Room 2B

ANA SIQUEIRA
If Your Abuelo Is an Astronauta

Meet & Craft
Sunday, 712 « T1AM-12:30 PM
Children's Area

Story Read Aloud
Sunday, 712 « 3-3:20 PM
Childrens Area- Story Circle

CHRIS SMALLS

When the Revolution Comes:
A Fight for the Future of the
Working Class

Speed Matching
Saturday, 711« 11:30 AM

Room 24

Power to the People: Tales
of Resistance

Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM
Author Stage 2

FREDERICK SMITH
Love Is a Contact Sport

Queer in Every Genre
Saturday, 711« 11:30 AM

Auditorium

Speed Matching
Saturday, 711« &4 PH
Room 2A

Hello Again: Queer Romance
Sunday, 712« 12PM

Author Stage 2

KATHLEEN SMYTHE
Bicycling Through Dayton: 21
Historical Rides

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM
Room 2A

The Power of Place

Saturday, 711« 1PM
Room 3B

K.X. SONG
The Dragon Wakes with
Thunder

Saturday, 711« 11:30 AM
Author Stage 1

God Complex: World-Building
Sunday, 712 « 3PM

Auditorium

STEPHANIE STALVEY
Everything in Color

Art on the Page: lllustrators
Saturday, 711 & PH

Room 3A

All the Women In Me: Memoirs
Sunday, 712 «12PM

Room 2B

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 « 3PM

Room 2A

NAOMI STEPHENS
Don't Upstage the Body

Shine a Light on the Past:

Inspirational Historical
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Room 3A

Digging Up Crime: Cozy

Mysteries Through Time
Saturday, 7/11» 2:30 PM

Room 2B

JESSICA STRAWSER
The Quitters Club

No Boys Allowed
Saturday, M «1PH
Room 2B

MARK STRECKER

The Great Railroad Strike of
Ohio

Railroads, Steamboats &
Shipyards

Sunday, 712 « 3 PM

Room 3B

ROBERT SWENSON

From the Center of America:
Steamboats & Shipyards Along
the Lower Ohio River
Railroads, Steamboats &
Shipyards

Sunday, 712 « 3 PM

Room 3B

SERRA SWIFT

Kill the Beast
Vengeance-Fueled Fantasy
Saturday, 7/T1« 11:30 AM
Author Stage 1

The Beast Inside: Fantasy
Novels

Sunday, 712 «12PM
Auditorium

J.E. THOMAS
The Al Incident

Speed Matching
Saturday, 711+ 1P

Room 24

Kids These Days: Middle
Grade Books

Sunday, 712 » 10:30 AM
Room 2B

SARAH LOUDIN THOMAS
These Empty Places

Shine a Light on the Past:

Inspirational Historical
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM

Room 3A
Uplifting Love: Inspirational

Romance
Sunday, 712 « 3 PM
Author Stage 1

TAYLOR TRACY
Pasta Girls

All the Feels: YA Romance
Saturday, 7/11=1PH
Room 3A

Speed Matching
Saturday, 711+ 2:30 PM
Room 2A

Kids These Days: Middle
Grade Books

Sunday, 7/12 « 10:30 AM
Room 2B

PAUL TREMBLAY ¢
Dead But Dreaming of Electric
Sheep

Headliner: In Conversation
Saturday, 7/11+10 AM
Auditorium

All Too Human: Science Fiction
Saturday, 7/11= 2:30 PM
Auditorium

LEE UPTON
The Withers

A Hint of the Fabulous
Sunday, 712 » 10:30 AM
Author Stage 2

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PH

Room 24

LOU VARGA
A Tapestry of Vivid Strands:
Hungarian Roots in American Soil

From My Desk in Columbus
Saturday, 7/11= 2:30 PM

Room 3B

P.C. VERRONE
Rabbit, Fox, Tar

Folklore, Fable, Fantasy
Saturday, 7/11= 2:30 PM

Room 3A

A Hint of the Fabulous
Sunday, 712 » 10:30 AM
Author Stage 2

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 « 3 PM

Room 2A

NEENA VIEL
Il Watch Your Baby

Horror That Haunts You
Saturday, 7/11 & PM

Author Stage 1

Love to Hate 'Em: Writing.
Villains

Sunday, 7112 « 12 PM

Room 3A

LINDSAY WARD
Best Day Ever

Meet & Craft
Saturday, 7/11« TIAM-12:30 PM
Children’s Area

Story Read Aloud

Saturday, 7/11+1-1:20 PM
Children's Area- Story Circle
Art on the Page: lllustrators
Saturday, 7/11 = & PM

Room 3A

BRENT WARREN
Columbus in 50 Maps
The Power of Place
Saturday, 711« 1PM
Room 3B

TIFFANY L. WARREN
A Harlem Wedding

Speed Matching
Saturday, 7/11« & PM

Room 2A

The Rest of the Iceberg:
Research for Fiction Writing
Sunday, 712 « 10:30 AM

Room JA

She Took the Wheel
Sunday, 712 « 3PM
Room 2B

ZACH WEINERSMITH
Sawyer Lee and the Quest to
Just Stay Home

Art on the Page: lllustrators
Saturday, 71« & PM

Room JA
Kids These Days: Middle
Grade Books

Sunday, 7/12 » 10:30 AM
Room 2B

PATRICK WENSINK

The Great Black Swamp: Toxic
Algae, Toxic Relationships, and the
Most Interesting Place In America
that Nobody’s Ever Heard Of

Roots Run Deep: Community
Histories

Saturday, 711+ 11:30 AM
Room 3B

JAMES A. WILLIS
Northern Ohio Legends & Lore
Midwest Murders: True Crime

Sunday, 712 «12PM
Room 3B

LAKITA WILSON

Pretty Girl Country

All the Feels: YA Romance
Saturday, 7M1= 1PM

Room 3A

Speed Matching
Sunday, 712 « 1:30 PM

Room 2A

ANNIE ZALESKI
Stevie Nicks in 50 Songs: Time
Makes You Bolder

The Music Moves Me
Sunday, 7/12 « 10:30 AM
Room 3B

ELIZABETH ZALESKI
The Trouble with Loving Poets
and Other Essays on Failure

Let’s Launch: Debut Authors
Saturday, 7M1= 1PM
Room 1A

All the Women In Me: Memoirs
Sunday, 712 «12PM
Room 2B



DISPATCH.COM | SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2026 | 15

PARKING MAP & TRANSPORT INFO

= = .
PARKING ADDRESS “| PAID PARKING
The Bluestone (Saturday Only) | @) 568 Oak St. ; - : q N
Liberty Mutual © 525E. Broad St. - T —— §o - ' £ Many garages, street meters
.. g | ; L WEe . : 3 and surface lots offer paid
o 524 Oak . oz ek . . BB o S a . parking throughout downtown.
Encova Insurance @ 540 Dak St. : = = i o o B Festival attendees
@ 535 Dak St. 3 ; ' . "t _ S should not park at the
@ 108 S. Washington Ave. Elas B0 T Ok i . - ! . = 8 Grant Hospital garage.

Columbus Metropolitan Library | €)) 96 S. Grant Ave.
Garage

Columbus City Schools © 270E. State St.
Franklin University (@ 300E. Main St.
©) 389 E. Walnut St.

©) 329E.Rich St

CDLUI‘IBUS
BOOK
FESTIVAL

[ E. RICH ST.J @ - Look for
ST N | - FREE
- N W a0 ,' 4 | BOOK FESTIVAL
1] 5 i <1 B8] 1\ PARKING

A jf""‘ P E. MAINST ma-g La=Sam T .
' ‘e e " 4

TRANSPORTATION Accessible Drop 0ff & Parking SURVEY
« Hop on COTA's Line 10 or 11 for a direct ride to Main Library. - Designated drop-off area for limited mability Tell us how we did!
attendees is at the loading zone on Library Take a brief survey about
- Park at one of COTA's 22 Park & Ride locations and ride a Park N. at Kaufman Plaza. your experience at the
fixed route to downtown. Columbus Book Festival.
y ] | - Accessible (ADA) parking spaces are on all
« Lime & VED e-bikes and scooters available downtown. five levels of the Main Library garage.
« Bicycle parking at Main Library & Franklin University. - Reserved accessible parking lot entrance
Bring a lock. is located off Franklin Avenue. See map.

Handicap/ADA placard required.
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COLUMBUS

1l 11, BOOK
—=_>Z—=FESTIVAL

SPONSORS

DONATE NOW!
Keep the festival free.
Any size donation will help

sustain the festival for
years to come. J

PRESENTED BY HOSTED BY
BATTELLE 7 =5 V st \F EGUNDATION
THE LIBRARY i
PUBLISHER e
COLUMBUS i
GREATER COLUMBUS Liberty Mutual.
A C ARTS COUNCIL S : ity s hels
HE COLUMBUS orinwes
FOUNDATION n Bank oy, '.I‘ thrlﬁQrQOkS NtB R A e
BOOKWORM SCHOLAR READER
Tl RO orn Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) Installed Building Products e s g s Lompe
of New York 68J Pepsi Libby & Kanapy
PNC City of Columbus, Recreation and Jet’s Pizza y |
Parks Department United Way of Central Ohio Humana Healthy Horizons  Nocterra Brewing Company
Taft Law
MEDIA PARTNERS OFFICIAL FESTIVAL BOOKSELLERS

ahl’ﬂfﬂ'ﬂmhlﬁ public The Book Loft
m lﬁl] wosu media of German Village
hmm
BrolGaie GRAMERCY
&> ORANGE BARREL |MEDIA gl STOOGUE Books
AUTHOR HOSPITALITY DONORS PARKING AND VENUE PARTNERS
Al's Popcorn Columbus Monthly JW Sticker Shop Piada The Bluestone
Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards Experience Columbus Lilly's Luxuries 29 Penn and Beech Candles Cristo Rey Columbus High School
BakeB MPi_Happy Experience Worthington Lion's Cub Cookies ! Relil g';?ffEH Columbus City Schools
Coffee ggr:ﬁzctiuns Friends of the Library Mountain Feather Designs uosu;\:]aﬂ tuuSpiEakuuse Encova
The Columbus Foundation High Bank Distillery Northwest Bank Tremont Goodie Shap Franklin University
Columbus Metropolitan Library Jackie 0's Brewery Ohio History Connection Visit Gahanna Liberty Mutual
Foundation Jessica’s Beadery Pattycake Bakery Wyandotte Winery OPERS






